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Our High Meadow Community ‘Thought for the Week’ 

 

 

 

Shining Stars Awards 

 

Every fortnight, up to two children are picked from each class and recognised and 

celebrated for displaying one (or more!) of our Learning Powers. They are rewarded with a 

certificate and then parents will receive a link to a presentation (as we are unable to have a 

face to face assembly) where they will hear the class teacher talk about why their child has 

been chosen. Here are our Learning Powers as a gentle reminder…. 
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Reception Robins 

 

 

 

 

Year 1 Blackbirds 
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Year 2 Barn Owls 

 

   

 

Year 3 Rabbits 
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Year 4 Hedgehogs 

 

 

 

Year 5  
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OFSTED Grading 

 

Last week I had the pleasure of showing parents around our school whose children may be 

starting in September 2022. A couple of times I was asked the question about the length of 

time that has now passed since our last Ofsted and asked why. I thought it would be helpful 

to share my response with all parents so all of our school community has the same 

understanding.  

 

We were last visited by Ofsted in June 2010. At that point we were an Infant School with 79 

pupils on roll. The school was awarded an ‘Outstanding’ rating using the Inspection 

Framework that was being used at the time. For many years, the DFE agreed that 

Outstanding schools were exempt from inspection unless they had any major concerns. So, 

when I was appointed Headteacher in January 2015 we were still an Infant School and we 

were still proudly promoting our ‘Outstanding’ status.  

 

Over four years ago, I was approached by the LA to expand and become a ‘through 

primary’ going all the way up to Year 6. After consultations with our Governors, we knew 

that this was the right thing for our local community and so went ahead and finally (after 

several lengthy delays) we received the keys to The Burrow (our KS2 building) in July last 

year. By September this year, all of our classrooms will be full and we will offer a complete 

‘through primary’  

 

So, I spoke to Ofsted in autumn 2019, when we had our first Year 3 class and asked when 

we would be inspected. They said that as we were now classed as a ‘school that has 

undergone significant change’ as we had changed our name to High Meadow Community 

School and status (from an infant to through primary) that we would be inspected at any 

time from the autumn term of our third year as a ‘new school’.  That time is around now, 

however COVID has delayed all inspections, indeed it could mean that we may not be 

inspected for another eighteen months or it could mean that we are inspected next week, or 

the week after, etc etc, we just don’t know! 

 

So, since the inspection in 2010, the Inspection Framework has changed considerably. 

There is now a much greater focus on the curriculum, staff development, well-being and 

safeguarding. Previous ‘Outstanding’ schools are now being inspected through a very 

different lens from the past however it must be noted that we will be inspected as a ‘school 

that has undergone significant change’ not an ‘Outstanding School’ as we have grown 

from an infant to a primary school. 

 

In the world of education there has been much discussion about the inspections of 

‘outstanding’ schools and how now over 50% of all ‘outstanding’ schools that have been 

recently inspected have now been regraded to ‘good’. Many experts in the field are arguing 
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that standards may not necessarily have slipped in these schools, it’s just that the Inspection 

Framework is now much tougher and the expected standards are now much higher. Follow 

the link below to find out more about this hotly debated discussion…   

 

 https://schoolsweek.co.uk/downgraded-outstanding-schools-may-have-actually-improved-

says-ofsted-director/ 

 

And so, where do we think High Meadow is ‘at’ today in February 2022? Every term I have 

to complete a self-evaluation and present it to Governors. It is a piece of work that 

‘benchmarks’ where we think we are against the new Inspection Framework. I provide 

evidence to the Governors against all areas of the framework and then an overall grade for 

where I think we are at ‘that moment in time’ At the moment, we grade ourselves as a 

solidly ‘good school’ with many ‘outstanding’ features. We acknowledge that an overall 

‘outstanding’ judgement is a very high bar to reach and only Ofsted have the power to 

award us that label. We have made HUGE improvements since our last inspection, indeed 

the school now has over 210 pupils, we have more than doubled our staffing team, a new 

building, new staff, a new curriculum, a Forest School, etc etc. Our evidence shows that 

most things are ‘outstanding’ but we always want to do more. We always want to achieve 

more because that’s what your children deserve. We will never stop pushing forward, 

reading the latest research and improving our teaching practice day after day. We may be 

being humble in stating that we are a ‘solidly good’ school with many  ‘outstanding’ 

elements but that will never stop us all being the best we can possibly be for every single 

stakeholder in our school community.  

 

If you would like to find out more about the new Inspection Framework for primary schools 

follow this link…. 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/education-inspection-framework 

  

A Gentle Reminder 

 

A gentle reminder to please send any communication to class teachers via the admin email 

admin2569@welearn365.com Please do not put questions for the class teacher on the 

class dojo as they will not be responded to. Class teachers will endeavour to respond to any 

questions sent to admin within 48 hours as they are teaching all day and often have 

training and meetings after school. Teachers will respond sooner than this if the situation is 

urgent. I am trying to help manage teacher workload so I am also discuraging teachers 

calling parents at lunchtime too as this is the teachers ‘protected time’ For clarity, teachers 

will respond to emails sent to admin only, within 48 hours and between 3.15pm and 

3.30pm. Thank you for helping me support our teachers in effectively managing their 

workload. 

 

https://schoolsweek.co.uk/downgraded-outstanding-schools-may-have-actually-improved-says-ofsted-director/
https://schoolsweek.co.uk/downgraded-outstanding-schools-may-have-actually-improved-says-ofsted-director/
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/education-inspection-framework
mailto:admin2569@welearn365.com
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Dimensions Mental Health and Wellbeing 

 

Please click on the link above to find out how you can get support for your child if you are 

concerned about their mental health and wellbeing. 

 

Benefits Related Free School Meals  

 

Reasons to apply 

Even if your child is currently receiving free school meals because they are in Reception, 

Year 1 or Year 2, you should still apply for benefits-related FSM if you think you may be 

eligible. Doing so means that your child’s school will be given extra funding for six years, 

which can help to fund valuable teaching and learning support for your school. 

Applying for benefits-related FSM also means you will be eligible to receive funding for the 

holiday periods from the Warwickshire Local Welfare Scheme. 

Click here to find out more… https://www.warwickshire.gov.uk/education-learning/apply-

free-school-meals 

 

Events and Activities 

 

January and February 2022 

 

 

https://www.warwickshire.gov.uk/localwelfarescheme
https://www.warwickshire.gov.uk/education-learning/apply-free-school-meals
https://www.warwickshire.gov.uk/education-learning/apply-free-school-meals
https://dimensions.covwarkpt.nhs.uk/
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We hope you have a lovely weekend, 

Kindest regards 

 

Mrs Debby Hughes – Head teacher head2569@welearn365.com 

Mr Jonathan Smith – Chair of Governors governors2569@welearn365.com  

mailto:head2569@welearn365.com
mailto:governors2569@welearn365.com

