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Our High Meadow Community ‘Thought for the Week’ 

 

 

 

What a week! 

 

Goodness me…..well that was a week like no other! However, once again the whole, 

wonderful school community pulled together and supported each other. You truly are an 

incredible group of people who always respond in such a supportive and kind way to 

anything that is thrown at us! I can truly say that my staff and I have felt so supported by you 

all this week after sending out the bubble closure notification and then the Funfest news too! 

I was deeply worried about the impact both of these things would have on working families 

and have tried to mitigate as much as possible but your resilience and warmth have been 

astounding; for this my team and I are truly thankful. 

 

Children’s Fruit Orchard 

 

Thankyou to everyone who has already sent in a fruit tree or bush for the Children’s 

Orchard. Next week, we will be supporting the children to plant their tree and will record 

the event with photos and a press release too. If you would still like to donate, then please 

send either a fruit tree or bush into school by next Monday 27
th

 September. Please make 

sure it is clearly labelled with your child’s name and class. Although Craig Tracey’s (the 

local MP) visit to the school has been delayed by a week, he will also be invited to plant a 

tree in the Orchard. Thank you in anticipation 😊 

 

Sponsored Fitness Circuits 

 

Next week the children are getting excited about our annual Sponsored Circuits event. We 

use the money raised from this event to take every child in the school to the theatre to see a 

professional Christmas production. This year we are taking everyone to see One Snowy 

Night at the MAC Theatre in Birmingham in December. It is always such a special event but 

sadly not one we have been able to do in the past couple of years due to COVID. However, 

we have planned this years trip so now we need to fundraise for it. So, in your child’s 

bookbag today you will find a Sponsored Fitness sheet. The trip will cost over £3000 for the 
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tickets and coaches so please share among family and friends and help us raise as many 

pennies as we can. Online payments/donations will be set up for the end of next week after 

all of the sponsored circuits have been completed. Thank you for your support with this.  

 

Covid Parent Questions and Answers – updated for September 2021 

 

Thank you to everyone who is continuing to support our strategies to help keep our school 

community safe. Wearing masks on our school site and staying socially distanced all help in 

this continual fight. As you are aware, positive COVID cases rose sharply at the start of the 

week but have now slowed down however, we will continue to follow Local Authority 

guidance (which is sometimes further enhanced than National Guidance) including keeping 

visitors to the school site to a minimum.   

 

The introduction of Year 1 and Year 2 parents dropping and collecting from classroom 

doors and Reception starting at 9.05am still appears to be working well; thank you for 

moving on and off site as quickly as possible too.  

 

Reminders 

National Guidance States: People who have been fully vaccinated are no longer having to 

self-isolate if they are a contact of a positive case; those under 18 years of age also no 

longer need to self-isolate if they are a contact of a positive case.  

 

At High Meadow Community School, we have conducted our own risk assessments and the 

following Covid guidance needs to be followed, some of which goes further than the 

national guidance to protect our pupils, families, and staff.  

We hope to avoid any outbreaks and ask families to support us in these approaches. Please 

read the following information carefully. 

 

If my child has symptoms, can they come to school?  

No. They should remain at home. The child with symptoms should get a PCR test. If positive, 

they will need to self-isolate for a full 10 days. If negative and they are well, they can then 

return to school.  

 

If someone else in the household has symptoms, can my child come to school?  

Yes, the child can continue to attend school if they have no symptoms. The person with 

symptoms should get a test and should self-isolate while they wait for the result.  

 

If someone in the household tests positive, can my child come to school?  

The advice for such a close contact is to take the child to get a PCR test. Please await a 

negative result (as long as well) before returning.  
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Please note: This is an enhanced measure based on the school risk assessment to protect 

pupils and staff.  

 

If my child is identified as a close contact from the community, can they come to school?  

Yes, if they do not have symptoms. The child should get a PCR test straight away. Although 

they can continue coming to school, parents may prefer to keep the child off until the PCR 

result comes back.  

 

If someone in the class has symptoms, what happens? The child with the symptoms will be 

sent home and must get a PCR test and self-isolate while waiting for the results. The other 

children in the class will continue to attend school. 

 

If someone in the class tests positive, what happens? 

That child will self-isolate for 10 days and the family should receive a call from NHS test 

and trace.  

At High Meadow Community School we are adding the following enhanced measure: Staff 

will identify ‘high risk contacts’; these are children who have had very close or prolonged 

close contact with the child who has tested positive. This is likely to be children who the 

positive case sits next to on a regular basis. We will ask these parents to take their children 

for a PCR test and advise parents to keep children off school while waiting for the result. All 

other children in the class can continue to attend school. Parents will be informed that there 

is a positive case in the class and should remain vigilant to any developing symptoms for 

their child. Please note: This is an enhanced measure based on the school risk assessment 

to protect pupils and staff.  

 

Does my child need to take regular lateral flow tests?  

No, this is not a requirement for Primary schools, however, if your families would like to do 

this then that is fine. We would encourage all adults to take regular (twice a week) lateral 

flow device tests to help identify early onset of Covid.  

 

What happens if lots of children at school tests positive?  

If this happens, we will involve our local health protection team and they will advise us if 

any additional action is required, such as implementing elements of our Outbreak 

Management Plan. This may include wider testing or targeted closures of certain groups or 

classes. 

 

What happens if a staff member tests positive?  

The staff member will self-isolate for 10 days. If the teacher is well enough, they may be 

able to teacher remotely into the classroom. If the teacher is unwell, they will not be 

teaching remotely and will be resting and recovering. In this case the children will either be 

taught by a cover member of staff or supply teacher. 
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If my child is self-isolating, will they get work?  

Yes. We will implement our remote education plan for any child self-isolating at home and 

if they are well enough, we will expect them to complete all work set and submit this via 

Class Dojo. Staff will liaise with parents as appropriate.  

 

Will children be in bubbles?  

Yes, this week we have reverted back to bubbles, no whole school assemblies and lunches 

outside or in their classrooms due to the rapid rise in positive cases.  

 

Will school let us know if there is a positive case? 

We will aim to keep parents informed and contact those directly affected by a positive case. 

We may also include general details in our Friday newsletters.  

 

If a parent has been a close contact and is not required to self-isolate (double vaccinated) 

can they still bring children to school?  

Yes, but be we would ask that you take some additional precautions. As well as getting a 

PCR test, we ask that you:  

 

• Wear a mask on our school site 

• Socially distance from other families when on our school site 

The NHS also suggest in this situation:  

• limiting close contact with other people outside your household, especially in enclosed 

spaces  

• wearing a face covering in enclosed spaces and where you are unable to maintain social 

distancing  

• limiting contact with anyone who is clinically extremely vulnerable  

• taking part in twice weekly LFD testing  

This advice applies while the person who tested positive with COVID19 is self-isolating. 

 In all circumstances – please keep school updated about any symptoms, close contacts, or 

positive cases. 

  

Our school risk assessment has also been updated and can be found on the school website. 

 

Public Health will be contacted if we hit a certain set of thresholds and they will direct 

measures that will need to be implemented. Thank you for your ongoing support in helping 

keep our school community safe. 
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Shining Stars Awards! 

 

Every fortnight, up to two children are picked from each class and recognised and 

celebrated for displaying one (or more!) of our Learning Powers. They are rewarded with a 

certificate and then parents will receive a link to a presentation (as we are unable to have 

an assembly) where they will hear the class teacher talk about why their child has been 

chosen. Here are our Learning Powers as a gentle reminder…. 

 

 

 

  Reception Shining Stars  
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Year 1 Shining Stars 

   

   

Year 3 Shining Stars 
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Year 4 Shining Stars                       Year 5 Shining Stars 

    

   

Family Information Services 

 

The Family Information Service (FIS) is a helpful friendly service which supports families with 

a wide range of needs including childcare, finance, housing, Special Educational Needs 

and Disabilities and family relationships.  Not sure who can help? Give the team a call and 

they can offer advice and support. 

 

They are available every Monday to Friday (except bank holidays) 9am to 5pm by phone 

01926 742274 or email fis@warwickshire.gov.uk.  You can also message on Facebook 

WarwickshireFIS.  https://www.warwickshire.gov.uk/children-families 

 

Events and Activities autumn A 

 

Please note that due to the COVID outbreak we will not be able to run the MacMillian 

Coffee morning as planned. We do hope to re-schedule for later on in the year or for the 

spring. 

https://www.warwickshire.gov.uk/children-families
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We hope you have a lovely weekend, 

Kindest regards 

 

Mrs Debby Hughes – Head teacher head2569@welearn365.com 

Mr Jonathan Smith – Chair of Governors governors2569@welearn365.com 

mailto:head2569@welearn365.com
mailto:governors2569@welearn365.com

