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Our High Meadow Community ‘Thought for the Week’ 

 

Welcome back everyone! 

 

What a wonderful first week back! The children have shown maturity and resilience 

throughout the week as we have spent time re-embedding routines and expectations. Every 

child has skipped into school with a smile on their face and a passion for learning; we 

couldn’t have asked for more and our early years children have taken their first steps in 

starting at ‘Big School’ too, albeit part-time at the moment. 

 

Next Tuesday we will be holding our virtual Meet the Teacher Meetings where the class 

teachers (except nursery and reception) will outline the expectations for the year ahead. 

These meetings start on ZOOM at 3.30pm prompt. Year 3 parents are being invited into 

school so they can see The Burrow and their Meet the Teacher meeting starts at 3.15pm. 

Please wait outside the school gates at this time and Mrs Garbett will lead you to her 

classroom at 3.15pm. To help protect our school community, we are asking that ALL 

parents (except those who are exempt) attending this meeting please wear face coverings 

whilst in The Burrow. Thank you for helping keep everyone safe. 

 

Author Visit next week! 

 

We are so excited to be welcoming James Campbell into school next Wednesday. James 

will be running author workshops with the children from Years 1- 5. His visit is planned to 

enthuse and ignite the children’s love of reading and writing and at the end of the day he 

will be selling a range of his books at the school gate. We have attached a letter with more 

details but you can find out more about James here… http://www.thejamescampbell.com/ 

 

 

http://www.thejamescampbell.com/
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Covid Parent Questions and Answers – updated for September 2021 

 

Every Tuesday I attend the Warwickshire Headteachers briefings where I receive up-to-date 

information about COVID cases in Warwickshire and the local area, this has happened 

weekly, for the past 18 months. A speaker from public health always highlights risk areas 

which are showing disproportionate rises in cases. This week, Warwickshire has had (up to 

Tuesday) 1800 cases which is much higher than it’s surrounding neighbours. With this in 

mind, I thought it opportune to share our latest guidance on how we will be helping keep 

everyone safe in school. 

   

National Guidance States: People who have been fully vaccinated are no longer having to 

self-isolate if they are a contact of a positive case; those under 18 years of age also no 

longer need to self-isolate if they are a contact of a positive case.  

 

At High Meadow Community School, we have conducted our own risk assessments and the 

following Covid guidance needs to be followed, some of which goes further than the 

national guidance to protect our pupils, families, and staff.  

We hope to avoid any outbreaks and ask families to support us in these approaches. Please 

read the following information carefully. 

 

If my child has symptoms, can they come to school?  

No. They should remain at home. The child with symptoms should get a PCR test. If positive, 

they will need to self-isolate for a full 10 days. If negative and they are well, they can then 

return to school.  

 

If someone else in the household has symptoms, can my child come to school?  

Yes, the child can continue to attend school if they have no symptoms. The person with 

symptoms should get a test and should self-isolate while they wait for the result.  

 

If someone in the household tests positive, can my child come to school?  

The advice for such a close contact is to take the child to get a PCR test. Please await a 

negative result (as long as well) before returning.  

Please note: This is an enhanced measure based on the school risk assessment to protect 

pupils and staff.  

 

If my child is identified as a close contact from the community, can they come to school?  

Yes, if they do not have symptoms. The child should get a PCR test straight away. Although 

they can continue coming to school, parents may prefer to keep the child off until the PCR 

result comes back.  
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If someone in the class has symptoms, what happens? The child with the symptoms will be 

sent home and must get a PCR test and self-isolate while waiting for the results. The other 

children in the class will continue to attend school. 

 

If someone in the class tests positive, what happens? 

That child will self-isolate for 10 days and the family should receive a call from NHS test 

and trace.  

At High Meadow Community School we are adding the following enhanced measure: Staff 

will identify ‘high risk contacts’; these are children who have had very close or prolonged 

close contact with the child who has tested positive. This is likely to be children who the 

positive case sits next to on a regular basis. We will ask these parents to take their children 

for a PCR test and advise parents to keep children off school while waiting for the result. All 

other children in the class can continue to attend school. Parents will be informed that there 

is a positive case in the class and should remain vigilant to any developing symptoms for 

their child. Please note: This is an enhanced measure based on the school risk assessment 

to protect pupils and staff.  

 

Does my child need to take regular lateral flow tests?  

No, this is not a requirement for Primary schools, however, if your families would like to do 

this then that is fine. We would encourage all adults to take regular (twice a week) lateral 

flow device tests to help identify early onset of Covid.  

 

What happens if lots of children at school tests positive?  

If this happens, we will involve our local health protection team and they will advise us if 

any additional action is required, such as implementing elements of our Outbreak 

Management Plan. This may include wider testing or targeted closures of certain groups or 

classes. 

 

What happens if a staff member tests positive?  

The staff member will self-isolate for 10 days. If the teacher is well enough, they may be 

able to teacher remotely into the classroom. If the teacher is unwell, they will not be 

teaching remotely and will be resting and recovering. In this case the children will either be 

taught by a cover member of staff or supply teacher. 

 

If my child is self-isolating, will they get work?  

Yes. We will implement our remote education plan for any child self isolating at home and 

if they are well enough, we will expect them to complete all work set and submit this via 

Class Dojo. Staff will liaise with parents as appropriate.  

 

Will children be in bubbles?  

No, all children are now mixing across the school. 
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Will school let us know if there is a positive case? 

We will aim to keep parents informed and contact those directly affected by a positive case. 

We may also include general details in our Friday newsletters.  

 

If a parent has been a close contact and is not required to self-isolate (double vaccinated) 

can they still bring children to school?  

Yes, but be we would ask that you take some additional precautions. As well as getting a 

PCR test, we ask that you:  

 

• Wear a mask on our school site 

• Socially distance from other families when on our school site 

The NHS also suggest in this situation:  

• limiting close contact with other people outside your household, especially in enclosed 

spaces  

• wearing a face covering in enclosed spaces and where you are unable to maintain social 

distancing  

• limiting contact with anyone who is clinically extremely vulnerable  

• taking part in twice weekly LFD testing  

This advice applies while the person who tested positive with COVID19 is self-isolating. 

 In all circumstances – please keep school updated about any symptoms, close contacts, or 

positive cases. 

  

Our school risk assessment has also been updated and can be found on the school website. 

 

As always, we will respond with speed if we see an increase in cases in school, such as re-

introducing face coverings on the school grounds. Public Health will be contacted if we hit a 

certain set of thresholds and they will direct measures that will need to be implemented. 

Thank you for your ongoing support in helping keep our school community safe. 

 

Family Information Services 

 

The Family Information Service (FIS) is a helpful friendly service which supports families with 

a wide range of needs including childcare, finance, housing, Special Educational Needs 

and Disabilities and family relationships.  Not sure who can help? give the team a call, and 

they can offer advice and support. 

 

They are available every Monday to Friday (except bank holidays) 9am to 5pm by phone 

01926 742274 or email fis@warwickshire.gov.uk.  You can also message on Facebook 

WarwickshireFIS.  https://www.warwickshire.gov.uk/children-families 

https://www.warwickshire.gov.uk/children-families
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Events and Activities autumn A 
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Kindest regards 

 

Mrs Debby Hughes – Head teacher head2569@welearn365.com 

Mr Jonathan Smith – Chair of Governors governors2569@welearn365.com 

mailto:head2569@welearn365.com
mailto:governors2569@welearn365.com

