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Our High Meadow Community ‘Thought for the Week’ 

 

 

Charlie Mackesy 

 

This Week’s Shining Stars 

 

Every fortnight, up to three children are picked from each class and recognised and 

celebrated for displaying one (or more!) of our Learning Powers. They are rewarded with a 

certificate and then parents will receive a link to a presentation (as we are unable to have 

an assembly) where they will hear the class teacher talk about why their child has been 

chosen. Here are our Learning Powers as a gentle reminder…. 
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Reception Shining Stars 

 

 

Year 1 Shining Stars 
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Year 2 Shining Stars 

 

 

Year 3 Shining Stars 
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Year 4 Shining Stars 

 

 

The Burrow Opening 

 

We are thrilled to share with you that the Year 3 and Year 4 children have finally moved 

into The Burrow! After almost five years in the planning, our wonderful new school extension 

is open!!! 

 

We have been really looking forward to welcoming our whole school community in to 

school to see the Burrow and showing everyone around on Friday 25th June alongside our 

annual Summer Fair. However, all Headteachers have been advised by the Local Health 

Authority to continue to manage the COVID risk very, very carefully. They continue to 

advise AGAINST large gatherings, even after June 21st. With an increase in the Delta 

variant we need to tread carefully as we do not wish to risk the chance of our original 

planned opening becoming a 'spreader event'!  

 

So, to help keep everyone safe, we are only able to invite the parents/carers of our current 

Year 3 and Year 4 children to visit the Burrow this half term on Friday 25
th

 June. They will 

be invited in groups of up to four adults at a time, to view the Burrow with their child in ten-

minute slots. All Year 3 and 4 parents have been sent an email today about these plans. 

We will NOT be running the Summer Fair on June 25
th

 either. 

 

Thank you for your understanding of us trying to manage within COVID restrictions but still 

wanting to celebrate and share our wonderful new build with you all. 
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Children’s Summer Fair – Friday 16
th

 July 

 

So, considering all of the information above, we have re-scheduled the Summer Fair to 

Friday 16
th

 July. It will reflect our Christmas Fair in that it will be a CHILDREN ONLY event. 

However, as always, we hope we can rely on your support to help us fill all of the stalls with 

prizes and gifts that the children can win and buy. To provide an organised approach to 

donating items, I have provided a calendar below.  

 

Date  Please donate (if you can) 

Friday 18
th

 June Bags of sweets, lollies, rolls of sweets and 

tins of sweets please. 

Friday 25
th

 June Children’s stationery such as packs of 

crayons, felt-tips, note books, colouring in 

books, activity packs, stickers and stampers 

please 

Friday 2
nd

 July Children’s summer games such as balls, 

hoops, bats and water pistols please 

Friday 9
th

 July  Decorate a jar using a ‘Summer Theme’ 

and fill it with something special such as 

sweets, chocolates, hair accessories, mini 

stationery etc 

Friday 16
th

 July Individually wrapped cakes for our cake 

and juice stall. 

 

Any clean, gently used soft/cuddly toys that 

another child might like to buy. 

 

We will place boxes at the front gate at the start and the end of the day each Friday, so 

please drop your donations in there. 

 

We would also welcome donations of clean, empty jars AND their lids for a stall we have 

planned such as jam jars, coffee jars, pasta jars etc. These can be sent into school over the 

next 5 weeks.  

 

Thank you for your continued generosity and support in helping us make this Summer Fair 

one that all of the children will remember. 
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Teaching Staff Update 

 

I cannot believe that we only five and a half weeks left of this academic year! It has been a 

year like no other but as always, the whole High Meadow Community has pulled together 

to give all of our children the best learning and support ever!  

 

Over the past term, we have been working hard with all of the staff to shape what our 

future looks like and we are thrilled to now be in a position to share what our teaching 

structure is going to look like from September 2021. Next week I will share our support 

staffing structure. 

 

As you are all aware, we are continuing to expand by one year group each September and 

with this in mind we would like to introduce our first new staff member who will be joining 

us in September 2021. Mrs Burley will be our new Year 5 teacher. Mrs Burley is a very 

experienced Key Stage 2 class teacher and Senior Leader. She has over 17 years teaching 

experience in schools in Birmingham and Nuneaton and we are looking forward to 

welcoming her into school for several Fridays this half term. She will use this time to meet 

the current Year 4 children and staff too.  

 

       

                Mrs Burley – Year 5 Foxes teacher        Miss Morgan – Year 1 Blackbirds Teacher 

 

Our other new teaching staff appointment is Miss Morgan. Miss Morgan started with us in 

October 2020 as part of her University Teacher Training placement. She has been working 

alongside Miss Marsden in Year 2 since October and has blown us away with her 

professionalism, hard work, kindness and dedication. As well as being a fully qualified 
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teacher, Miss Morgan is also an experienced music teacher and accomplished musician too 

so I am looking forward to hearing more music and songs filling our classroom. We have 

appointed Miss Morgan to be the Year 1 classroom teacher from September 2021. She has 

already started to build relationships with the reception class children by sharing stories and 

songs with them all several times a week.  

 

We are also thrilled to share that Miss Dilworth, our current Year 1 teacher is going to 

undertake the whole school role of PPA cover teacher from September. She will be teaching 

in most classes across the school when the class teacher is on their PPA release time. Miss 

Dilworth is a highly experienced teacher who has over thirty years teaching experience in 

many primary schools across the midlands including many years here at High Meadow. 

 

The Senior Leadership team is also changing slightly too. Mrs Windridge is an amazing 

early years practitioner and we are really lucky to have her lead our Early Years team for 

the past two years. Early Years is Mrs Windridge’s passion and she is always busy not only 

leading EYFS in our school but also supporting others who reach out for help. With this in 

mind, Mrs Windridge has asked if she can focus purely on leading Early Years from this 

term going forward and step away from her Assistant Head responsibilities. This means that 

Mrs Windridge will continue to lead Reception and Nursery in our school alongside other 

subject responsibilities (RE and PSHE) too.  

 

The Senior Leadership Team at High Meadow will now consist of myself as Headteacher, 

Mrs Garbett and Ms Kirkwood. Ms Kirkwood is our school Special Educational Needs and 

Disabilities Co-ordinator (SENDCo) and will increase her days from one day to two days 

with immediate effect. Mrs Garbett is our Assistant Headteacher and Phase 2 Leader with 

responsibility for leading teaching and learning from Years 2 to 4. With immediate effect, 

Mrs Garbett will undertake the role of Acting Deputy Headteacher. This will increase her 

responsibilities to also include leading teaching and learning from Years 1 to 4 and also 

Year 5 from September 2021. We are thrilled that Mrs Garbett will also continue to be the 

Year 3 Rabbits class teacher from September 2021 as well as leading Maths across the 

whole school too. 

 

So, just to clarify, from September 2021, our staffing structure will be as follows…. 

 

Mrs Hughes – Headteacher (SLT) 

Mrs Garbett – Acting Deputy Headteacher (SLT) 

Ms Kirkwood – SENDCo (SLT) 

Nursery Leader – Miss Vine 

Reception Robins Teacher – Mrs Windridge 

Year 1 Blackbirds Teacher – Miss Morgan 

Year 2 Barn Owls Teacher – Miss Marsden  
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Year 3 Rabbits Teacher – Mrs Garbett 

Year 4 Hedgehogs Teacher – Miss Davies 

Year 5 Teacher – Mrs Burley  

 

Next week I will update you on the plans for support staff for September 2021. 

 

Keeping Everyone Safe in School – A Gentle Reminder 

 

COVID 19 symptoms in your child 

Any child displaying symptoms of COVID19 must be sent home to be tested. As we are not 

medical professionals, it is difficult for us to determine whether a child has a cold or COVID 

symptoms so, to keep the whole school community safe we WILL call you and ask you to 

take your child to be tested if they show ANY ONE of the symptoms outlined on the NHS 

website.  

These are …  

a high temperature – this means you feel hot to touch on your chest or back (you do not 

need to measure your temperature)  

a new, continuous cough – this means coughing a lot for more than an hour, or 3 or more 

coughing episodes in 24 hours (if you usually have a cough, it may be worse than usual)  

a loss or change to your sense of smell or taste – this means you've noticed you cannot 

smell or taste anything, or things smell or taste different to normal  

Most people with coronavirus have at least 1 of these symptoms. If your child is showing 

these symptoms at home, please do not send them into school. 

 

If a child tests positive for COVID 19 then the WHOLE class bubble will need to self-isolate 

for 10 days. Please ensure you have emergency plans in place if this does happen. Remote 

teaching, will then take place and your child will be expected to engage in online learning 

for the whole period of isolation, unless they become too unwell to do so. 

 

You can find out more here…  

https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/symptoms 
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Events and Activities 

 

Date Time Activity 

Friday 9
th

 July Throughout the day Children’s Annual Reports 

emailed out 

Tuesday 20
th

 July All day Whole school Sports Fun 

Day (weather permitting) PE 

kits to be worn all day  

Wednesday 21
st

 July 9.00am – 12.00pm Movies and Munchies and 

‘Own Toy’ day 

 

LAST DAY OF TERM – Wednesday 21
st

 July 2021 

As always, we will be finishing at 12.45pm on the last day of term.  

The staggered finish will be as follows…. 

Nursery and Reception – 12.45pm 

Year 1 and Year 2 – 12.50pm 

Year 3 and 4 – 12.55pm 

 

 

 

Best wishes 

 

Mrs Debby Hughes – Head teacher head2569@welearn365.com 

Mr Jonathan Smith – Chair of Governors governors2569@welearn365.com 
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