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Key Vocabulary  

Keyboard 

 

An electric instrument 

played like the piano. It 

has a range of pre-

recorded sounds. 

drums 

 

Hollow cylinder percussion 

instrument sounded by 

being struck or beaten with 

sticks or the hands.  

bass guitar 

       

    

 

A string instrument related 

to the electric guitar. 

Shaped like an 

electric guitar but longer. 

Electric guitar 

  

It is a string instrument 

usually played with a pick 

and sometimes with the 

fingers using electrical 

signals for amplification. 

saxophone

 

A member of a family of 

metal wind instruments 

with a reed.  

trumpet 

 

A brass instrument used 

mainly in Classical music 

and jazz music 

melody Another name for a tune. 

tempo A musical dimension that describes how 

fast or slowly the music is played. 

pulse The regular heartbeat of the music; its 

steady beat. 

rhythm Long and short sounds or patterns that 

happen over the pulse. 

pitch High and low sounds. 

tempo The speed of the music; fast or slow or 

in-between. 

improvise To make up a tune and play it on the 

spot. There is an assumption that it can 

never be recreated. 

compose Creating and developing musical ideas 

and ‘fixing’ them. 

perform Singing and playing instruments for 

others to hear. 

audience  A group of people gathered to see or 

hear something. 

question and 

answer 

A musical structure where a person 

sings or plays a musical idea and the 

rest of the performers sing or play a 

different musical idea. 

dynamics A musical dimension indicating how 

loudly or quietly the music is being 

played. 

 To explain how songs tell a story or describe an 

idea. 

 To listen to rhythms and clap them back. 

 To learn the melody for songs and perform with 

increase accuracy. 

 To explain the meaning of the words pitch, 

dynamics and tempo. 

 To use movement to enhance the musicality of a 

song. 

 To sing using a comfortable singing position.  

 To play an instrument and sing in time with a 

steady pulse.   

 To compose simple melodies using up to three 

notes. 

 

Objectives Key Vocabulary  

 

 

What did you like doing best?  

Singing? Improvising? Composing?  

Which instruments do you like to listen to? 

 

Nelson Mandela 

Nelson Mandela, born in 1918, is a famous and 

influential politician from South Africa. There are 

many Freedom Songs related to his lifetime that 

are part of South African music.  

 

 Listening - Finding the pulse 

 Clapping Rhythms 

 Singing and rapping 

 Composing 

 Improvising 

 Performing and sharing 

 

 

Significant People 

Key Skills 

Reflection 


