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Our High Meadow Community ‘Thought for the Week’ 

 

   

@ Charlie Mackesy 

 

Just 20 days in!!! 

 

As I begin this newsletter, I can’t believe that it is only day 20 of online teaching. Just four 

weeks of daily online interactions between your children and their teachers. Just 20 days of 

everyone getting used to the new ‘normal’. Just four weeks of juggling home life and 

learning online.  

 

I want to use this opportunity again to say how amazing EVERYONE has been adapting to 

these changes. We recognise how difficult it can be for you all with family commitments and 

the desire to give your child the best opportunities to engage in all of the learning and we 

recognise the challenges you may be facing when your child’s behaviour upsets you. 

  

However, we KNOW you are doing your very best because WE are doing are very best. We 

know that you are engaging with the learning as much as you possibly can because you 

know that your child’s class teacher is excited to see your child and your child is excited to 

see them, and therein lies an important message; it’s about RELATIONSHIPS.  

 

We know that during this time apart, your child will be missing their friends and teachers. 

They will be missing RELATIONSHIPS. They will be missing the daily routines of the 

classroom and the joy and excitement of learning but more than that, they will be missing 

the warmth and kindness from their class teacher and High Meadow staff too.  
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So, although it has only been twenty school days that your child has missed (along with 

every other child in the country) please do try to encourage your child to engage in the face-

to-face LIVE teaching online. The warm relationship between your child and their class 

teacher is fundamental in your child’s well-being and happiness. The connection they have 

built up since September, will continue to grow as they engage through ZOOM live lessons; 

seeing their teacher smile and respond to them is priceless and I have to say, it is the 

teachers most favourite part of their week too! 😊 

 

Connect with us through TWITTER! 

 

All of our teaching staff (including myself and Teddy) have active TWITTER accounts. We 

share lots of lovely things on there including the amazing learning that has been happening 

during lockdown! We all find TWITTER an amazing platform for our own professional 

development as well as a place to show the world what a wonderful school community we 

have. So please, please, please come and connect with us by following us on TWITTER. If 

you don’t wish to open a TWITTER account you can still follow what’s happening by going 

to your child’s class page on our school website… 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.highmeadowcommunityschool.co.uk/
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Our TWITTER handles are… 

 

        

 

       

 

Still on the subject of TWITTER, through the power of this platform, some of our children in 

Reception and Nursery were spotted singing Happy 100
th

 Birthday to Captain Tom. We 

copied BBC Breakfast into the tweet and they got straight back to us asking if they could use 

the footage on BBC Breakfast on Thursday.  We were thrilled that they decided to share it 

live with the nation…take a peek here… 

 

https://twitter.com/Windridge_HMCS/status/1255772884305424385?s=20 
 

Schools Reopening 

 

Speculation still continues about when schools will re-open. The Government response 

continues to be that schools would only open when it is safe to do so. We receive daily 

updates from the Department for Education, the Local Authority and school unions and will 

let you know as soon as we know when the likelihood of re-opening is going to happen, but 

it is not likely to be soon. As you are aware, all things need to be considered such as 

maintaining social distancing, PPE eqpt and virus testing. The children and staff safety will 

always be the number one driving factor in any decisions made. 

 

https://twitter.com/Windridge_HMCS/status/1255772884305424385?s=20
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New classroom build update 

 

Dave Riley responded to my emails this week and has assured me that he is doing as much 

as he can to keep the LA and councillors on track to hit our new build and portable 

classroom deadlines albeit within the constraints of current restrictions. Both myself and 

Jonathan (Chair of Governors) have an online meeting with Craig Cussack, the director 

from the LA who has overall responsibility for ensuring the new build and portable 

classrooms are in place, on Monday morning. I will update you again in next weeks 

newsletter on the outcome of the meeting.  

 

And finally… 

 

The key message for all of us is that by continuing to strictly follow the guidelines below, we 

can reduce the spread of infection, serious illness and deaths: 

 

• Stay at home, except for certain essential activities (shopping for necessities, such as 

food or medicine), one form of exercise per day, any medical need, or providing 

care to a vulnerable person, travel to and from work (but only when this is essential). 

DO NOT go out visiting people, this is not essential!  

• If you are going out for essential purposes stay at least 2m away from anyone else. 

This requirement is even more critical for people with long term conditions, pregnant 

women and people over the age of 70.  

• Support people who are extremely vulnerable to follow the new guidance to protect 

them from infection.  

• Self-isolate with those in your household if you develop COVID-19 symptoms 

(however mild). It is critical that you also access medical help you need for other 

reasons also, when you need it - by phoning your GP, or 999 in an emergency.  

• Wash your hands regularly with soap and water and clean surfaces that are regularly 

touched with detergents and chlorine-based disinfectants (1000 ppm chlorine). 

• Check in on friends/neighbours/family who may be more vulnerable - stay in touch 

by phone or other digital media. Make sure they are able to keep in touch, and can 

access help if they need it.  
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Although this continues to be a big ask, one of our Year 2 Barn owls has a beautiful 

message for us all…well done Cara 😊 

 

https://twitter.com/AMarsden_HMCS/status/1256134932541452288?s=20 
 

 

And again, a HUGE thank you to all of families who have key workers living with them. We 

thank you all from the bottom of our hearts and applaud the risks you take on a daily basis; 

thank you, thank you, thank you! 

 

Please stay home, please stay safe, 

 

Kindest regards 

 

Mrs Debby Hughes – Head teacher head2569@welearn365.com 

Mr Jonathan Smith – Chair of Governors governors2569@welearn365.com 
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