Our High Meadow Community School Curriculum

‘To me it seems clear that a good school is one that is constantly engaged in selfexamination, in improving itself, in becoming wiser in its ability to teach and inspire. It’s a
school that is intent on turning out good people who will make a better world. It’s a school
where ideas and ideals are in everyday circulation, the coinage of ordinary transactions’
(Robert Lawrence Smith, US Headteacher, 1998)

At High Meadow we are proud of our school curriculum. It has been created collaboratively,
reflects the latest educational research and recognises and celebrates our wonderful school
community. It builds on children’s previous learning and is logically sequenced so that it
develops incrementally over time. Within it, our children learn a suitably broad range of
topics within a subject with tasks allowing children to deepen their knowledge and make
connections. We believe that our wonderful curriculum makes High Meadow a great place
to learn however, we are always striving to be better and will continue to reflect and
respond to research and the needs of our community through our responsive school
curriculum.

Curriculum Intention
At High Meadow Community School we believe that childhood should be a happy,
investigative and enquiring time in our lives where there are no limits to curiosity and there
is a thirst for new experiences and knowledge.
Reflecting these beliefs, our curriculum is designed to:









Be challenging, inspirational, thought provoking and empowering
o We know that this helps children to become lifelong learners
Be full of first hand learning experiences
o We know that is how children learn best
Be respectful of children’s prior learning
o We will start from where the children are ‘at’
Be equitable and inclusive
o We will address disadvantage and provide equality of opportunity for all
Be progressively developing children’s core skills and knowledge
o We know that mastery of the curriculum is key
Be research led and proven
o We will base our teaching and learning on the EEF Teaching Toolkit
recommendations
Be language rich
o We recognise that language and reading have a powerful impact on everything

Our school curriculum is built on rigour and the latest educational research. It is coherently
planned and sequenced towards cumulatively sufficient knowledge and skills for future
learning and employment.
Furthermore, our curriculum intentions are underpinned by a Learning Culture which
empowers children to become responsible for their own learning.
These are called our Learning Powers!

Curriculum Implementation
At High Meadow we embrace research (especially research from the Education Endowment
Foundation) that clearly demonstrates IMPACT! Every minute counts at High Meadow and
using strategies that are proven to work ensures no valuable time is lost!
Storytelling
In September 2015 we introduced ‘Storytelling’. The Education Endowment Foundation
(EEF) recommendations summary ‘Improving Literacy in Key Stage One’ recommends that
schools ‘Develop pupils’ speaking and listening skills and wider understanding of language’
They remind us that there is EXTENSIVE evidence to back up this focus. In their document
‘Preparing for Literacy in the Early Years’ they identify that ‘Language provides the

foundation of thinking and learning and should be prioritised’

Embracing a ‘storytelling’ approach to our teaching helps foster a love of reading, writing
and oral storytelling in our children and school community. Indeed, stories are now a
fundamental part of everything we do at High Meadow. Children are immersed in stories
across the whole curriculum including science and history and use an interactive approach
called Hear, Map, Step, Speak.
You can find out more by going to the Storytelling website www.storytelling.com
To see our teachers in action on you tube follow this link
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=B6N3YxGIfww and this one too…
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Yhh6ec-FhAs

‘Storytelling provides a natural way of developing rich and active story language, for
children to recycle in their own story making and writing. In this way attainment can rise
quickly and be sustained.’
(Storytelling.com)

After a two year intensive training programme, we were accredited as an International
Storytelling School in August 2017 and we now teach other schools and settings locally,
nationally and internationally how to use Storytelling to raise standards.

Curriculum Implementation (cont.)
Forest School
In September 2015 we introduced Forest School learning plans to our school so that every
child has the opportunity to experience an engaging and exciting curriculum outside, in all
weathers. Every child has at least one hour, EVERY week outside in Forest School, led by an
experienced and highly qualified Forest School ranger.

‘Forest Schools is an inspirational experience which uses the environment as a tool to
develop children’s emotional, personal, physical and social skills. It is an innovative
educational approach of playing and learning in a safe woodland environment through
hands-on learning experiences’
(Forest School Handbook)
Research continues to identify that learning outdoors further enhances children’s mental
health and allows those whose strengths may not lie in academia to be successful in a
different learning environment. More specifically, a recent study looked at the effects of long
term forest school programmes on the resilience, confidence and wellbeing of children. The
study showed improvement in key indicators; “Self-efficacy, persistence, and problem

solving skills, marked propensity to take risks, heightened levels of self-belief, positive
attitude, independence and increased tendency of taking initiative” and “Positive impacts on
children’s physical and mental health in addition to improving their social and cognitive
competence.”
(Impacts of Long Term Forest School Programmes on Children’s Resilience, Confidence and
Wellbeing – Sarah Blackwell)
More research findings about the impact of Forest Schools can be found here …
https://nestinthewoods.co.uk/forest-school-research/

Curriculum Implementation (cont.)
Relax Kids
Relax Kids uses research-based mindful and relaxation techniques alongside values and
positive psychology (positivity, strength-building, gratitude, resilience and compassion) to
help support children’s emotional health and wellbeing. Relax Kids strategies reflect
clinically proven stress management and mitigation treatments such as exercise and yoga,
breathing exercises and mindfulness exercises. Research from the EEF states that ‘on

average, social and emotional learning interventions have an identifiable and valuable
impact on attitudes to learning and social relationships in school. They also have an
average overall impact of four months’ additional progress on attainment’ (EEF, Teaching
and Learning Toolkit, 2018)

We recognise the impact that emotional well-being can have on a child therefore at High
Meadow, every child has access to six Relax Kids sessions every year. This helps to empower
them to effectively manage their emotional and physical reactions to new or difficult
situations. This enhancement to our school curriculum reflects our PSHE scheme of work
and results demonstrate that our children develop a much wider range of emotional
vocabulary and strategies post their six sessions. We also use 1:1 Relax Kids sessions to
support children during stressful or difficult periods of time.
Examples of increase in vocabulary and strategies used after Relax Kids sessions
Child
Year
1
Year
1

Words for feelings
Happy, sad, lonely, eager, anxious,
resilient, puzzled, nervous, astonished
Confused, sad, excited, surprised,
bored, scared, fed up, happy, angry

Year
2

Sad, emotional, worried, scared,
excited, happy

Year
2

Happy, sad, excited, emotional,
worried, scared

When I am angry or worried I can…
Breathing, massaging, having a giggle,
have family time, relax
Breathing in and out, giving myself a
massage, hugging myself, talking to
someone, having fun
Listen to kind and gentle music, do some
lovely relaxing, calm breathing, count to
10 if you feel angry or worried, play a
nice thing that you might like
Breathing and hold finger, listen to calm
music, have a rest, have a massage,
play with friends, stretch, play a game

Curriculum Implementation (cont.)
Subject Leaders
At High Meadow Community School we have subject leaders who oversee, develop,
monitor and evaluate the effectiveness of their subject within school across all year groups
and phases. They are passionate about their subject and are committed to delivering high
quality learning experiences throughout the curriculum. They all have regular release time
to help them undertake their role and undertake quality training to develop their own
knowledge and expertise.
Maths
At High Meadow Community School we recognise that mathematical fluency and
confidence in numeracy are regarded as preconditions of success across the National
Curriculum. With this in mind we have a commitment to teaching maths through a ‘Mastery’
approach.
In 2018 we began work with the National Centre for Excellence in the Teaching of
Mathematics (NCETM) and our local maths hub to participate in a mastery specialist
development programme. This has resulted in high quality professional development for
teachers and staff in our school. We now use the White Rose long term planning in which to
structure our short term maths planning across the school. Cold and Hot tasks help us
identify the gaps and demonstrate progress across the block of work. The concrete,
pictoral, abstract (CPA) approach is embedded in all of our mathematical teaching where
we ensure we cover fluency, problem solving and reasoning in all mathematics lessons. The
high profile of mathematics in school is further enhanced by Maths Club.
At High Meadow Community School we believe that every child is a mathematician.

Curriculum Implementation (cont.)
English
Reading is a fundamental part of everything we do at High Meadow Community School.
The teaching of phonics is explicit and systematic. Expectations are very high with Letters
and Sounds Phases 2, 3 and 4 taught in reception, phase 5 taught in year 1 and phase 6
taught in Year 2. Book banding is used to organise all reading books and children can
choose any book from their designated book band, as many times a week as they wish.
Children are exposed to high quality texts across the curriculum and reading skills are
taught explicitly in all year groups. The taught reading skills include retrieval, vocabulary,
inference, prediction and sequencing. Alongside the skills of decoding and comprehension,
book talk encourages children to think as a reader and discuss their preferences, likes and
dislikes.
Reading for pleasure is a cornerstone of our approach, with a well-stocked and well used
school library which the children access both within the timetable and their own time. The
high profile of reading in school is further enhanced by book club, peer reading and parent
reading sessions which run throughout school.
Writing is taught though a range of exciting stimuli which includes books, film clips,
artefacts, visitors, and real life experiences. Storytelling is at the core of how we teach
writing. Our approach includes, ‘Hear, Map, Step, Speak’ which helps the children clarify
and sequence the writing process. Our Storytelling strategy helps children develop a rich
vocabulary and story language which helps bring their writing to life.
Cold and Hot tasks helps us identify the gaps and demonstrates progress across the unit of
work. Core skills and cursive handwriting underpin writing in all areas of the curriculum.
Teachers model the writing process and demonstrate the ambitious high standards expected
of all children. Every child uses our ‘Think it, Say it, Write it, Check it’ strategy for structure,
however they are encouraged to let their imagination and personality shine through in all of
their writing.
Good presentation of children’s work demonstrates high expectations, therefore children
are taught to use a cursive script from Reception. Weekly spellings ensure all children aim to
confidently apply their phonics knowledge to all of their writing across the curriculum. Our
weekly Wonderful Words further enrich the children’s vocabulary within their year group.
Curriculum Implementation (cont.)

Science
At High Meadow our children know and apply qualities of a good scientist especially with
regards to team work and perseverance. Children are able to work scientifically through
asking questions, planning investigations, recording, taking accurate measurements and
drawing conclusions using appropriate scientific knowledge. Our children explore and
investigate how inspirational science is and how it has and is being used in real life
situations. Children use correct scientific vocabulary when involved in regular investigations
and experiments.

Geography
At High Meadow we use geography to inspire a curiosity and fascination about the world
and its people. Children will learn about the different countries of the world, know what is
special about them and know how they are similar to and different from each other. Our
children will recognise their impact on our local environment and identify opportunities to
improve it.
Children will use a range of geographical resource including maps and compasses to
develop their knowledge and skills. Each of the classrooms will have a world map and
globe to support the children’s learning. This map is referenced across all curriculum areas
to further deepen children’s understanding of the links to other subjects. Key geography
vocabulary is also permanently displayed in each classroom.

Curriculum Implementation (cont.)
History
At High Meadow we use history to inspire a curiosity of the past. Children will be taught
about significant aspects of the history of Britain and the wider world including people,
events and places. Our children will know how things have changed over time and put
events, people, objects and changes in chronological order to know their own place in time.
To further deepen children’s knowledge there is a permanent timeline display in each
classroom. The timeline shows the position of events previously taught i.e. The Dinosaurs
(taught in Reception) The Great Fire of London (taught in Year 2). Key vocabulary is also
positioned next to the timeline. Our children learn about local history, investigating
significant people, events and changes in our local area over time. Children experience and
explore a wide range of secondary sources including stories, eye witness accounts, pictures,
photographs, artefacts and historic buildings.
Religious Education (RE)
Using the Warwickshire RE agreed syllabus children are taught knowledge and
understanding around a range of religious and worldwide views so that they can: describe,
explain, analyse and investigate allowing them to appreciate beliefs and practices,
recognising the diversity, meanings and values within and between communities (including
their own) and amongst individuals.

Curriculum Implementation (cont.)
Personal, Social and Health Education (PSHE)
All children at High Meadow learn about themselves as developing individuals and
members of their community, building on their own experiences through our Jigsaw PSHE
scheme of work.
Our children have opportunities to show they can take some responsibility for themselves
and their environment. They learn about their own and other people’s feelings and become
aware of the views, needs and rights of others. They learn social skills such as how to share,
take turns, play, help others, resolve simple arguments and resist bullying. They learn the
basic rules and skills for keeping healthy and safe and for behaving well and about
fundamental British Values.
They also learn to take an active part in the life of school and our local community. Our
Golden Rules and Learning Powers help us all be kind and considerate members of our
school community.
Children also learn how to keep themselves safe from abuse through the ‘Protective
Behaviours’ programme and the NSPCC ‘Pants Campaign’. The Relationships and Sex
Education part of the curriculum is taught using the ‘All About Me’ scheme of work.

Curriculum Implementation (cont.)
Modern Foreign Languages (MFL)
Our MFL curriculum is designed to progressively develop children’s skills in languages,
through regular taught lessons. The children learn Spanish in KS2. Children progressively
acquire, use and apply a growing bank of vocabulary organised around topics. All of these
approaches help to equip our children with the skills to be confident global citizens.
Music
In our music curriculum children will perform, listen to, review and evaluate music. They will
develop a love for music across a wide range of genres. Our children use their voices
expressively and creatively, taking part in singing, composition and performance. They will
work together for a specific purpose such as participating in ‘Young Voices’ and performing
as a whole school for our annual nativity performance.
Through our music curriculum children also develop strong listening skills, self-confidence,
ability to work co-operatively as part of a team; all skills which can be used across the wider
curriculum. They will learn to play percussion instruments in reception and year 1, recorder
in year 2, violin in Year 3 and have the opportunity to learn a range of other instruments in
small group tuition too.
Computing
Our computing curriculum is designed to equip children with the skills and understanding to
live in a technological world, this includes being able to use a variety of computer software
and coding programmes. They will engage with professional led workshops where they will
have hands-on experience of leading edge technology. There is an emphasis on the
importance of Online Safety for all year groups. Staying safe online and knowing what to
do if they don’t feel safe is an important part of our whole curriculum teaching.

Curriculum Implementation (cont.)
The Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS)
At High Meadow infant school we are passionate about “getting it right” in the Foundation
Stage as we know that it is in these two years that we lay the foundations for children to
become lifelong, successful learners.

'Every child deserves the best possible start in life and the support that enables them
to fulfil their potential. Children develop quickly in the early years and a child’s
experiences between birth and age five have a major impact on their future life
chances. A secure, safe and happy childhood is important in its own right. Good
parenting and high quality early learning together provide the foundation children
need to make the most of their abilities and talents as they grow up.'
















(Statutory Framework for the EYFS, DfE)
Our priorities include:
Developing key learning skills such as speaking, listening, concentration and co-operation
Developing early Literacy and Mathematic skills through adult led and independent learning
activities
A chance for children to have first-hand experiences and learn independently
A relevant curriculum that is linked through topics, interests and experiences
Flexibility to follow children’s interests through ‘planning in the moment’ – we believe that
the best levels of engagement are when children initiate their own play. We cannot predict
this but we can support it through quality environments and interactions.
Focused play activities. Play is well planned and observed so adults can help children to
extend their thinking. It allows children to take risks and explore and develop on their own
terms. It also lets them solve problems both on their own and with others
Building on what children already know.
We want all our children to learn by playing and exploring, by being active and
through creative and critical thinking. We use both the indoor and outdoor
environments so that children can develop intellectually, creatively, physically, socially
and emotionally.
Access to an indoor and outdoor curriculum. Children are given access to both indoor and
outdoor learning wherever possible. The outdoor area is available on a free flow basis and
as in the classroom, a range of focus activities and child initiated learning takes place.
Developing an understanding and love for nature through weekly Forest School sessions
with a Forest School Ranger
We have been inspired by the work of Alistair Bryce-Clegg and understand the importance
of the environment in helping children to progress and enjoy their early school experiences.
The learning environment is organised in such a way everything is accessible for the
children to follow their own ideas - as a general rule only a small amount of resources are
set out as the children lead the learning!

Natural resources and displays create a calming environment. We recognise the importance
of all staff being knowledgeable about the Early Years as their interactions with the children
are at the core of supporting them to make making good progress and we place great
importance upon the role of the play partner to provide a tailored curriculum to
meet children's individual needs and interests. We value the contributions that parents, as
their children’s first educators, make and involve them fully in their child’s learning journey
too.
Ultimately, our aim is that all children will be inspired and motivated to actively participate
in the curriculum; experiencing enjoyment and transitioning into key stage one with the
confidence and character to meet the challenges of an ever changing world.

Curriculum Implementation (cont.)
Visits and Visitors
In the curriculum we recognise that children’s learning is enhanced by different experiences.
We offer children a wide range of educational visits which are used to motivate and engage
learning which improves retention. For example Year 1 visit Ash End Farm which supports
learning in science, Year 2 go to Blakesley Hall to support learning in history. Regular
visitors in school give the children another perspective on values, faiths, attitudes, learning
and understanding. These include charities, people from different professions and the
community.
Lunchtimes
We consider lunchtime to be an extension of the curriculum. Children have the opportunity
to practise the transferable skills they have learnt during lessons. Structured play
opportunities are provided and children are encouraged to think creatively. They are
supported to play kindly and fairly. Groups of children are also encouraged to undertake
roles such as Planet Protectors, Playground Buddies, Peer Readers and Grounds Council.

Curriculum Implementation (cont.)
Assemblies and collective worship
We use our assemblies and collective worship at High Meadow to actively promote
children’s spiritual, moral, social and cultural development.
For collective worship we use ‘Roots and Shoots’, which is a Christian resource based on
twelve Christian values. Each half term (based on a 2 year rolling programme) we focus on
one value which links with the season of the Church year. The local church group also come
in to school and perform plays which reflect stories from the Bible; a regular activity which
the children thoroughly enjoy.

For classroom collective worship, EYFS use ‘Jack in the Box’ and KS1classes use ‘Oscar out
of the Box’ to effectively link in with the whole school worship approach.

At High Meadow we love celebrating so we regularly invite parents and carers into school
for our ‘Shining Stars’ assembly. Staff and children identify children who have shown one
(or more!) of our Learning Powers and those children are recognised through being
awarded a certificate and congratulated in front of their peers and family, its great!

Curriculum Implementation (cont.)
Empowering Parents
We recognise that parents are our children’s first educators. To empower them to support
their children’s learning we run a variety of workshops across the school year. These include
phonics, maths, storytelling, sex and relationship education and online safety workshops.
Within these workshops we model to the parents how their children are taught at High
Meadow to ensure relevant and up to date strategies are used at home.

Parents also receive a half termly class topic overview, a weekly School Community
newsletter, a weekly class phonics newsletter, a weekly class curriculum newsletter and daily
photos of whole class learning too. All of these communication strategies empower our
parents with the skills to better support their child’s learning at home.
Research continually shows us that homework often has very little impact. This has resulted
in us creating a range of ‘Home Learning’ strategies including Home Learning Logs (a
creative half term project that families work on together), weekly Maths Games to take
home, links to learning websites as well as the more traditional spelling lists and times table
learning. This helps us ensure Home Learning is fun too!

Curriculum Implementation (cont.)
‘Thirty High Meadow Memorable Moments’
As a result of our rich and engaging curriculum, all children at High Meadow will…
1. Learn how to play a musical instrument
2. Participate in regular Forest School activities
3. Interact and learn from real authors and poets
4. Grow, tend and nurture a range of plants
5. Actively recycle and reduce waste
6. Take part in live performances
7. Experience live music and theatre
8. Visit a mosque, temple and church
9. Meet and welcome people of different faiths and beliefs
10. Have a piece of artwork displayed
11. Participate in a variety of sporting activities
12. Organise and independently attend regular fundraising events for school
13. Be immersed in stories at all times
14. Engage in a range of dressing up activities
15. Participate in an activity with the Royal Shakespeare Company
16. Visit an Art Gallery
17. Visit a farm
18. Participate in an outdoor adventurous activity
19. Help organise an event to raise money for charity
20. Learn how to stay road and fire safe
21. Learn basic first aid
22. Interact and learn from members of our local community
23. Interact and program robots
24. Learn how to practice ‘mindfulness’
25. Celebrate National festivals
26. Receive a new story book at least twice a year
27. Create memorable experiences for our mums, dads and carers
28. Work with a variety of artists
29. Watch chicks hatch out of eggs and care for them
30. Visit historical buildings

Curriculum Impact
International Eco Schools Award
In February 2019 we were thrilled to be awarded the highest Eco School award. This award
is internationally recognised and is given for excellence in environmental action and
learning. High Meadow began their Eco-School journey three years ago by first achieving
the Bronze and Silver awards and progressing onto being awarded the Green Flag.
The Eco-Schools programme provides a unique opportunity that empowers pupils to lead
change within their school and have a positive impact in their wider community. The
programme encourages pupils of all ages and abilities to work together to develop their
knowledge and environmental awareness. Independent research into the Eco-Schools
programme in England found evidence of the positive impacts on pupils, including
increased confidence, development of leadership skills, improved pupil well-being and
behaviour and greater motivation at school.
The ‘Planet Protectors’ at High Meadow have led change throughout the school including
writing a letter to the school caterers asking them to stop sending straws to the school. In an
effort to reduce plastic use the ‘Planet Protectors’ organised re-useable cups to be used
throughout the school reducing the need for straws to be used. They are also responsible
for organising the composting of food waste, the recycling of paper products, the feeding of
birds on the school site, the planting of flowers to encourage wildlife and the monitoring of
electricity use to reduce the schools carbon footprint.

Curriculum Impact (Cont.)
Gold Artsmark Award
In January 2019, we were awarded the Gold Artsmark Award as a result of our rich and
exciting curriculum. We believe that every child should have the opportunity to create,
compose and perform, as well as visit, experience, participate in and review extraordinary
arts and culture. Completing the Artsmark journey helped us enrich our curriculum even
further, developing our children’s character and talent, and increasing their knowledge and
understanding. The award recognised our Annual Arts exhibition, theatre trips, poet visits,
work with the RSC and visiting artists indeed, the Artsmark panel made the following
comment about our submissions:

‘Arts Council England celebrates your ongoing commitment to arts and cultural education
at a leadership level, and the opportunities established across your whole setting. Your
children and young people are offered equal opportunity to plan, experience, participate in,
and evaluate a broad range of high-quality arts and cultural activities, and you recognise
the importance of development opportunities delivered by specialists for your staff that have
measurable effects in these areas. You engage with a range of arts and cultural
organisations and other settings, and can evidence the positive impact of these
partnerships. Your children and young people have an opportunity to further develop their
knowledge, skills and understanding of arts and culture, and you are working to share the
good practice you have established’
(Arts Council 2019)

Curriculum Impact (Cont.)
Questionnaires
Our annual questionnaires reflect the positive impact that our school curriculum has on all
stakeholders. The results help us focus on where our ‘gaps’ are and how we can continue to
improve and move our school forward.

Curriculum Impact (Cont.)
Academic results
We believe that our academic results are a key indicator of the impact of our curriculum.
Our relentless drive on standards and every single stakeholder having the highest of
expectations for every child means that every High Meadow child will embody our vision of
‘Growing together, Every day, In every way’
Early Years (Reception) 2019 Results

Curriculum Impact (Cont.)
Key Stage 1 Results

