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Thought for the Week 

 

 

 

Welcome back….we really missed you all! 

 

A HUGE welcome back to everyone! We all hope you had the most fantastic summer break 

and are ready and excited for our new academic year! 

 

Of course, we opened on Tuesday as a school with a new name as we welcomed our first 

ever Year 3 Rabbits class to High Meadow. A piece of history was made as a chapter closed 

with High Meadow Infant School and a new chapter started with High Meadow Community 

School…..what a truly exciting future we have ahead of us!  

 

 



 

 

Our School Community Newsletter 
Autumn A – Week 1 – Friday 6th September 2019 

 

 

We would like to extend a warm High Meadow welcome to our new Nursery Wrens and 

Reception Robins who have a staggered start over the next couple of weeks. We are thrilled 

that you have chosen High Meadow and we will do our utmost to help your child feel safe 

and loved while they are here as well as helping them be the best they can possibly be! 

 

Please also join me in welcoming two new members of staff to the High Meadow team. 

 

Mrs Windridge is my new Assistant Head teacher, reception class teacher and Early Years 

Leader. She has responsibility for the day to day running and strategic direction of ‘The 

Nest’ (Reception Robins and Nursery Wrens) From January 2020 she will also be embracing 

the role of SENCO too. If you have any questions or worries about reception or nursery 

please see Mrs Windridge in the first instance.  

 

Miss O’Dea is our new Year 1 Blackbirds teacher with responsibility for Art and Design 

Technology too. Whilst still at University, Miss O’Dea did her teaching placements at High 

Meadow and we knew then that we wanted her here at High Meadow permanently!  

After a year at Hurley Primary we managed to coax her back so I am sure you will join me 

in welcoming her to the High Meadow community.  

 

 

Mrs Windridge and Miss O’Dea on their first day at school! 
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We couldn’t let the opportunity be missed to also share with you the exciting news that Miss 

Edwards got hitched over the summer and is now Mrs Garbett. Due to the continued 

outstanding work that Mrs Garbett has done since joining High Meadow she has also been 

promoted to the Senior Leadership Team and is now the Phase 1 leader. This means Mrs 

Garbett is responsible for the day to day running of Years 1, 2 and 3 as well as being our 

Year 3 class teacher. If you have any queries or questions about any of those Year groups 

then please speak to the class teacher in the first instance. If the matter isn’t resolved then 

please speak to Mrs Garbett. 

 

 

 

Gentle Reminders! 

 

Here are some gentle reminders about life at High Meadow… 

 Your child will self-register and choose their lunch as soon as they come into the 

classroom in the morning. Please chat with them BEFOREHAND about what they are 

going to choose. We have attached the menu to this letter to help you with this 

process. Next week is the ‘week 2’ menu. 

 Your child will then enter the classroom independently where there will be staff who 

will direct them to their drawer and coat peg. 
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 Please ensure that any nail polish or tattoos from exciting weekend parties or 

activities are removed and all long hair is tied back, both boys and girls.  

 Please ensure that any hair adornments are ‘school appropriate’ so NO GLITTERY 

bows or JO-JO bows…let’s save them for parties and weekends. I have noticed a 

couple this week; please respect our uniform requirements and ensure all hair 

accessories have NO GLITTER. Please ensure all hair accessories are RED or GREY 

only too. 

 Please also ensure that if your child CANNOT tie their own shoe laces then they have 

VELCRO fastenings.  

 Please ensure that EVERY piece of school uniform is clearly labelled. We are unable 

to search for ‘missing uniform’ if it is not labelled. We DO NOT have a lost property 

box so please encourage your child to check that they have all of their uniform 

before leaving school. 

 Please ensure that PE and Forest School clothing is also clearly labelled and in school 

every week.  

 We will provide fresh water and fruit for your child every day. You can send fruit in 

for your child if you prefer.  However this needs to be in a clearly labelled pot and 

can only be fresh fruit or vegetables. Please cut grapes in half as they can be a 

choking hazard. Fruit winders, cereals, fruit bars, muesli bars etc,  are not 

appropriate neither are nuts as we have children in school with nut allergies. 

 If the sun is shining (!!!), please DO NOT send sun tan lotion into school for your 

child to apply. Please use the 8/12 hour sunscreen that is widely available and apply 

before school.  

 Please ensure that outstanding payments for water bottles, Friday biscuits and home 

learning diaries are paid for by Friday 27th September via the School Gateway 

online payment system.     

 

 Our Assemblies  

 

Every other Thursday we have our Shining Stars Assembly at 2.30pm to which parents 

will be warmly invited to. Our first Shining Stars assembly will be on Thursday 26th 

September at 2.30pm in the school hall. You will be invited to attend the assembly if 

your child is due to be awarded a certificate. The awards are based on a child 

demonstrating one of our High Meadow ‘Learning Powers’. These are skills that we 

believe are key in helping all children become kind and helpful citizens of the world. 

They are…. 
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If your child is being awarded a certificate you will be notified on the Friday BEFORE the 

award being given. If at all possible we would like you to keep this as a surprise for your 

child so that they are unaware that they will be receiving it or that you will be there! We are 

aware that not all parents will able to attend due to work/family commitments but we would 

love to see you helping us celebrate your child’s achievements where possible.  
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Birthday celebrations will continue to be held during our Tuesday afternoon assembly where 

each ‘Birthday Child’ will be invited to the front of the hall. They will receive a birthday card 

and a new story book gift and have the opportunity to blow out the birthday candles and 

talk about their parties/celebrations too. This will be a really exciting time for your child as 

they will have the opportunity to stand up in front of ALL of their school friends and 

EVERYONE will sing Happy Birthday to them. Birthday assemblies are just for the children 

but don’t worry I am sure they will tell you all about it when they come home! 

 

Keeping children safe and secure    

 

Our number one priority at school is to keep your children safe and secure. We all have a 

role to play in doing this and through a variety of things such as e-safety learning, child 

protection and safeguarding procedures and how we all behave in and around the school 

premises help to make our school a safe place to be. We recognise that we all have busy 

lives and that parking in and around our school site can regularly become a challenge 

however your children’s safety will always come first. With this in mind I would like to gently 

remind everyone to carefully consider our school neighbours when parking to drop off and 

collect your children. Please do not park on any of our neighbours dropped kerbs or block 

their exits. The local police have informed me again that they will be doing random ‘drop 

ins’ and have issued fines in the past so please be aware!  

 

Can I also remind parents who use the ‘Before and After School Club’ to park on the 

bottom playground when dropping off and collecting your children.  

 

Safeguarding our children  

 

All schools are strongly advised to inform parents/carers of their safeguarding and child 

protection procedures, our statutory responsibilities to safeguard and promote the welfare 

of children and the requirements to report child protection concerns to Children’s Social 

Care.  Keeping Children Safe in Education 2018 requires the Designated Safeguarding 

Lead (Mrs Hughes) to ensure that the school’s safeguarding and child protection policy is 

available publicly (via the school website and by the school office) and that parents are 

aware of the fact that referrals about suspected abuse or neglect may be made and the role 

of the school in that process. 

‘Under the Education Act 2002 (Section 175 for maintained schools/Section 157 for 

academies/free/independent schools), schools must make arrangements to safeguard and 

promote the welfare of children.  Parents/carers should know that the law (Children Act 1989) 

requires all school staff to pass on information which gives rise to a concern about a child’s 

welfare, including risk from neglect, physical, emotional or sexual abuse.  Staff will seek, in 

general, to discuss any concerns with the parent/carer and discuss the need to make a referral 
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to Children’s Social Care if that is considered necessary.  This will only be done where such 

discussion will not place the child at increased risk of significant harm or cause undue delay.  

The school will seek advice from Children’s Social Care when they have reasonable cause to 

suspect a child may be suffering or likely to suffer significant harm.  Occasionally, concerns 

are passed on which are later found to be unfounded.   

Parents/carers will appreciate that the school’s Designated Safeguarding Lead carries out 

their responsibilities in accordance with the law and acts in the best interests of all children.’ 

 

Attached to this newsletter you will also find further information about ‘Operation 

Encompass’. This outlines how we work with the police when they have been notified about 

incidents of domestic violence. Please ensure you read it carefully so you are clear about the 

role school plays in keeping every child safe in our school.  

 

Data Collection Sheets – Very Important 

 

In your child’s bookbag today you will find a Data Collection sheet. This is a very important 

document as it gives us all of your up-to-date information. Please CHECK IT 

THOROUGHLY. If there is anything wrong on it then please correct it and send it back into 

school by NEXT Friday 13
th

 September at the very latest. If all of the information is correct, 

there is no need to return the sheet. Please remember to always let the office know if you 

have changed your mobile number/address/contact details/email address, etc at any point 

throughout the year. Thank you for your support with this. 

 

Attendance – ‘Every Child Attending Every Day’  

 

Good attendance (97%+) is key to academic success and missing just one or two days each 

half term can have a detrimental impact on a child’s learning and progress. The LA may 

send out fines to famillies who are deemed to be ‘persistently absent’. Our Attendance 

Policy can be found on our school website if you need further clarification.  

 

Our target for this year is 97%.  This week we just missed our target and achieved 96.8%  

Please remember ANY requests for holiday leave during term time will not be granted.  

 

Position % attendance Class 

JOINT FIRST PLACE 100% YR Robins 

JOINT FIRST PLACE 100% Y1 Blackbirds 

THIRD PLACE 95.7% Y3 Rabbits 

FOURTH PLACE 94.6% Y2 Barn Owls 
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Our ‘Golden Rule’ for this half term is  

 

‘We are kind and helpful, we don’t hurt anybody’s feelings’ 

 

Our Value for this half term is ‘Thankfulness’ 

 

   

 

Our Personal, Social and Emotional ‘Jigsaw’ theme for this half term is 

 

‘Being Me in My World’ 

 

We are learning to… 

 Help others to feel welcome 

 Help make our school community a better place 

 Think about everyone’s right to learn 

 Care about other people’s feelings 

 Work well with others 

 Choose to follow the Golden Rules 
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We hope you all have a lovely and restful weekend, 

  

Kindest regards 

 

Mrs Debby Hughes – Head teacher head2569@welearn365.com 

Mr Jonathan Smith – Chair of Governors governors2569@welearn365.com 

 

Attachments 

School lunch menus 

Warwickshire Mental Health Team information 

Aldi’s Kits for Schools Promotion 

Operation Encompass letter to parents 

Educational Events, visits and visitors 
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