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Key Vocabulary - instruments 

drums  

   

Hollow cylinder percussion 

instrument sounded by 

being struck or beaten with 

sticks or the hands. Types 

include drum sets, hand 

drums, frame drums and 

African drums. 

decks  

 

Equipment used by DJs, 

MCs, and Rappers to mic 

sounds from different 

records and to make effects 

e.g. scratching that was first 

used in the late 1970s. 

bass guitar 

       

    

 

A string instrument which is 

related to the electric guitar. 

The bass guitar is shaped 

like an electric guitar, except 

that it is longer. 

compose Creating and developing musical 

ideas and ‘fixing’ them. 

improvise To make up a tune and play it on the 

spot. There is an assumption that it 

can never be recreated. 

perform Singing and playing instruments for 

others to hear. 

rap A vocal technique in which the 

performer speaks rhythmically 

against a steady beat. 

rhythm Long and short sounds or patterns 

that happen over the pulse. 

pitch High and low sounds. 

pulse 

Creating and developing musical 

ideas and ‘fixing’ them. 

melody 

Another name for tune. 

 

 To use movement to identify pulse. 

 To listen to rhythms and clap them back. 

 To learn the melody for songs and perform 

with enthusiasm. 

 To identify sounds both instrumental and 

vocal. 

 To play untuned and tuned instruments. 

 To compose a simple rhythm.  

 To improvise a basic motif through 

singing, clapping or on an instrument. 

Objectives Key Vocabulary  

Reflection 

What did you like doing best?  

Singing? Rapping? Improvising? Composing? 

Dancing? Listening?  

 

How did it make you feel to perform? 

 

Which instruments did we listen to? Which is 

your favourite? Why? 

 

 Listening 

 Finding the pulse 

 Clapping Rhythms 

 Singing and rapping 

 Composing 

 Improvising 

 Performing and sharing 

 

Key Skills 

 


